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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on February 25, 2002. Claims 1- 
14 are pending. Claims 1-14 are directed to a method and system for a "Generic 
Alignment Method in a Multimanager Environment." 

Specification 

2. The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
"the limitations of claims 1 and 10" as described in the specification. Any structural 
detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be 
shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
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the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 5103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoffpauir et al. (US H1896) in view of Robinson et al. (US 5,856,999.) 

Hoffpauir teaches a network management system server of a 
telecommunications system, such as an integrated wireless telecommunications system 
is in communication with a network management system client and a call processor. 
Claim 1 : 

A method for data realignment using a management network which has at least two 
management levels, comprising: (See Fig. 2 (70), col. 3, lines 12-20.) 
transmitting data for data realignment between at least one agent in one management 
level and at least one manager in a next-higher management level; 

sending one or more request messages to transmit the data to the at least one 
agent; and 
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transmitting correlation information for association of the respective request with 
the messages that are sent by the at least one agent, wherein 

filter devices receive the data from the agents independently of the manager and 
pass the received data to the manager on the basis of the correlation information, with 
the filter devices being generic and/or independent of the actual functions of agents and 
managers. (See col. 17, lines 1-6). 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach transmitting data for realignment. However, 
Robinson teaches data realignment in details. See Fig. 8 and col. 6, line 25-col. 7, line 
5. Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of multimanagement network system taught 
by Hoffpauir with the data realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial 
communications system, serial data streams must be converted to and from processor 
(parallel) data. 
Claim 2 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the data which is to be realigned during 
data realignment is alarm data. (See col. 22, line 67.) 
Claim 3 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1, in which before transmission, the manager inserts 
the correlation information into an optional additional field. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach correlation information. However, Robinson 
teaches "stuffing" a meaningless byte to force realignment or synchronization as 
correlation information would do. See col. 8, lines 30-37. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
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the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with data correlation 
as taught by Robinson because stuffing would force the master channel byte to shift to 
the next available channel thereby realigning the data. 
Claim 4 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1, in which components of the corresponding 
managers, of the agents or of units connected between a manager and an agent are 
used as filter devices. (See col. 22, lines 54-56 and col. 17, lines 1-6.) 
Claim 5 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1, in which event forwarding discriminators, log 
discriminators or other units with filter capabilities are used as filter devices. (See col. 
22, lines 54-56 and col. 17, lines 1-6.) 
Claim 6 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which a default filter setting of an additional field of 
each filter device is set, as standard, to filter out realignment data. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach data realignment. However, Robinson 
teaches data realignment. See col. 6, line 25-col. 8, line 19. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with the data 
realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial communications system, 
serial data streams must be converted to and from processor (parallel) data. 
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Claim 7 : 

The method as claimed in claim 6, in which the filter setting of the additional field of the 
filter device of the manager requesting data realignment is reset to the default filter 
setting after data realignment. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach data realignment. However, Robinson 
teaches data realignment. See col. 6, line 25-col. 8, line 19. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with the data 
realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial communications system, 
serial data streams must be converted to and from processor (parallel) data. 
Claim 8 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which a filter setting of an additional field of the 
filter device of the manager requesting data realignment is set to filter out external data 
realignment data. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach data realignment. However, Robinson 
teaches data realignment. See col. 6, line 25-col. 8, line 19. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with the data 
realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial communications system, 
serial data streams must be converted to and from processor (parallel) data. 
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Claim 9 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1, in which agents sending data realignment data 
transmit the data with the correlation information in the additional field to the filter 
devices of the managers. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach data realignment. However, Robinson 
teaches data realignment. See col. 6, line 25-col. 8, line 19. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with the data 
realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial communications system, 
serial data streams must be converted to and from processor (parallel) data. 
Claim 10 : 

A communications system having a management network which has at least two 
management levels, comprising: (See Fig. 2 and Fig. 3) 

managing devices configured for use as managers and/or as an agent; and 

realignment devices for data realignment, 

the devices for data realignment having autonomous filter devices, which are 
arranged as autonomous functional units between the actual functional units of 
managers and agents. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach data realignment. However, Robinson 
teaches data realignment. See col. 6, line 25-col. 8, line 19. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with the data 



Application/Control Number: 10/069,292 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2157 

realignment as taught by Robinson because in a typical serial communications system, 
serial data streams must be converted to and from processor (parallel) data. 
Claim 11 : 

The communications system as claimed in claim 10, in which devices for setting filter 
information and/or correlation information in associated filter devices are provided in the 
manager. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach correlation information. However, Robinson 
teaches "stuffing" a meaningless byte to force realignment or synchronization as 
correlation information would do. See col. 8, lines 30-37. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with data correlation 
as taught by Robinson because stuffing would force the master channel byte to shift to 
the next available channel thereby realigning the data. 
Claim 12 : 

The communications system as claimed in claim 10, in which devices for setting filter 
information and/or correlation information in additional fields of data information which is 
to be transmitted via at least one filter device to a manager are provided in the agent. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach correlation information. However, Robinson 
teaches "stuffing" a meaningless byte to force realignment or synchronization as 
correlation information would do. See col. 8, lines 30-37. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with data correlation 
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as taught by Robinson because stuffing would force the master channel byte to shift to 
the next available channel thereby realigning the data. 
Claim 13 : 

The communications system as claimed in claim 10, in which the filter devices are 
components of the corresponding managers, agents, or of units which are connected 
separately between a manager and an agent. (See col. 17, lines 1-6 and col. 22, lines 
37 -56.) 
Claim 14 : 

The communications system as claimed in claim 10, in which the filter devices are event 
forwarding discriminators, LOG discriminators or other units with filter capabilities. (See 
col. 17, lines 1-6 and col. 22, lines 37 -56 see also col. 16, lines 13-35.) 

5. Claims 1-5 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. $1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hoffpauiret al. (US H1.896) in view of Hirsch et al. (US 6.728,688.) 
Claim 1 : 

A method for data realignment using a management network which has at least two 
management levels, comprising: (See Fig. 2 (70), col. 3, lines 12-20.) 
transmitting data for data realignment between at least one agent in one management 
level and at least one manager in a next-higher management level; 

sending one or more request messages to transmit the data to the at least one 
agent; and 

transmitting correlation information for association of the respective request with 
the messages that are sent by the at least one agent, wherein 
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filter devices receive the data from the agents independently of the manager and 
pass the received data to the manager on the basis of the correlation information, with 
the filter devices being generic and/or independent of the actual functions of agents and 
managers. (See col. 17, lines 1-6). 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach transmitting data for realignment. However, 
Hirsch teaches data realignment in details. See col. 2, lines 5-65. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of multimanagement network system taught 
by Hoffpauir with the data realignment as taught by Hirsch because in a typical serial 
communications system, serial data streams must be converted to and from processor 
(parallel) data. 
Claim 2 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the data which is to be realigned during 
data realignment is alarm data. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach transmitting data for realignment. However, 
Hirsch teaches data realignment (alarm data) in details. See col. 2, lines 5-65. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of multimanagement network system taught 
by Hoffpauir with the data realignment as taught by Hirsch because in a typical serial 
communications system, serial data streams must be converted to and from processor 
(parallel) data. 
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Claim 3 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which before transmission, the manager inserts 
the correlation information into an optional additional field. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach correlation information. However, Hirsch 
teaches "stuffing" a meaningless byte to force realignment or synchronization as 
correlation information would do. See col. 2, lines 5-65. Hence, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hirsch with data correlation as 
taught by Robinson because stuffing would force the master channel byte to shift to the 
next available channel thereby realigning the data. 
Claim 4 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which components of the corresponding 
managers, of the agents or of units connected between a manager and an agent are 
used as filter devices. (See col. 22, lines 54-56 and col. 17, lines 1-6.) 
Hoffpauir does not specifically teach components of the corresponding managers, of the 
agents or of units connected between a manager and an agent are 
used as filter devices. However, Hirsch teaches components of the corresponding 
managers, of the agents or of units connected between a manager and an agent are 
used as filter devices. See col. 10, claim 5, and col. 9, claim 1. Hence, it would have 
been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with data 
correlation as taught by Hirsch because agents used as filter devices would provide the 
system with flexibility and efficiency. 
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Claim 5 : 

The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which event forwarding discriminators, log 
discriminators or other units with filter capabilities are used as filter devices. 

Hoffpauir does not specifically teach event forwarding discriminators, log 
discriminators or other units with filter capabilities are used as filter devices. However, 
Hirsch teaches event forwarding discriminators, log discriminators or other units with 
filter capabilities are used as filter devices. See col. 7, lines 43-57. Hence, it would have 
been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the use of multimanagement network system taught by Hoffpauir with event 
forwarding discriminators, log discriminators or other units with filter capabilities are 
used as filter devices as taught by Hirsch because agents used as filter devices would 
provide the system with flexibility and efficiency. 

CONCLUSION 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Coffy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-3997. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Emmanuel Coffy 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 57 
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